07/18/07 09:42 FAX 6088312106 DEW ITT ROSS STEVENS ©004 



AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

1 . (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A transaction authorisation system comprising: 

^ auser interface unit capable nf MraptiTiga h * ac t irm funds transfer authorisation; 
and, 

B. a utility meter provided at a meter location having an associated meter location 

identifier unique to the meter location, 
wherein the utility meter is arranged! 

a. to communicate with the user interface unit, 

b. fn nhtain tH t »n*aHiftn - auihorisa t ion the funds transfer a u thorisation therefrom, 
and 

c. to transmit an authorisation request based on the tr ansac t i o n funds transfer 
authorisation and meter location identifie r, the authorisation req uest including: 
(1) data identifying a credit/charge card account, and 

(21 data verifying that the credit/charge card corresponding to the 
credit/charge card account is nhvsicallv present at the lo cation of the 
user interface unit. 
to obtain authorisation of the tran saction funds transfer , 

2. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A transaction authorisation system according to claim 1, 
further comprising a communication unit arranged to communicate with an authorisation 
authority, wherein the utility meter is arranged to submit the authorisation request to the 
communication unit for communication to the authorisation authority to obtain authorisation 
of the tr an s ac t ion funds transfer . 

3 . (ORIGINAL) A transaction authorisation system according to claim 2, in which the utility 
meter is arranged to submit utility usage data to the communication unit. 
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t, (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) A transaction authorisation system according to claim 2, 
wherein the utility meter provided at the location is a first utility meter, and further 
comprising a second utility meter provided at the location, wherein said second utility meter 
is arranged to submit utility usage data to the communication unit 

5. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) A transaction unit according to claim 4, in which said 
second utility meter is arranged to submit the utility usage data to said first utility meter for 
submission to the communication unit 

6. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) A transaction authorisation system according to claim 4, 
in which said second meter is a gas or water meter. 

7. (ORIGINAL) A transaction authorisation system according to claim 1 , in which the utility 
meter is an electricity meter. 

8- (ORIGINAL) A transaction authorisation system according to claim 3, in which the 
communication unit is arranged to communicate utility usage data to a utility supplier. 

9. (ORIGINAL) A transaction authorisation system according to claim 3, in which the 
communication unit communicates with one or more utility suppliers via a central control 
system. 

10. (ORIGINAL) A transaction authorisation system according to claim % in which the 
authorisation authority comprises a central control system, wherein the central control system 
processes received authorisation requests and submits the requests to appropriate banking 
authorities for fulfilment. 
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11. (ORIGINAL) A transaction authorisation system according to claim 2, in which the 
communication unit is a modem, 

12. (ORIGINAL) A transaction authorisation system according to claim 2, in which the user 
interface unit is the communication unit. 

13. (ORIGINAL) A transaction authorisation system according to claim 12, wherein the user 
interface unit is a telephone, 

14. (ORIGINAL) A transaction authorisation system according to claim 4, in which the user 
interface unit and the utility meter communicate with each other via RF signals. 

15. (ORIGINAL) A transaction authorisation system according to claim 4, in which the 
communication unit and the utility meter communicate with each other via RF signals. 

16. (ORIGINAL) Atransaction authorisation system 
utility meter communicates via RF signals. 

1 7. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A transaction authorisation system according to claim 2, in 
which the user interface unit includes a card reader device, wherein the card reader device 
is arranged to read data from a credit/charge card to be charged for the transaction funds 
transfer, the user interface unit processing the data read from the credit/charge card to form 
at least a part of a t ransac t i o n fands transfer authorisation. 

1 8. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A transaction authorisation system according to claim 3, in 
which the user interface unit includes a keyboard, wherein the user interface unit is arranged 
to accept data entered via the keyboard to form at least a part of a transaction f unds 
transfer authorisation. 
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19. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A transaction authorisation system according to claim 3, in 
which the utility meter includes a memory for storing auser's banking data, wherein the user 
interface unit is arranged to accept an input from the user authorising use of at least part of 
the banjdng data, the utility meter then using the at least part of the banking data to form at 
least a part of a liaiisac ti pn funds transfer authorisation. 

20. (ORIGINAL) A transaction authorisation system according to claim 3, in which the user 
interface unit includes a display, wherein the user interface unit is arranged to display on 
request utility usage data from the utility meter. 

21. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A transaction authorisation system according to claim 3, in 
which the user interface unit is connectable to a computer, wherein the user interface unit, 
when connected to a computer, is operative to make necessary transac t i o n funds transfer 
authorisation requests in response to electronic transactions initiated on the computer. 

22. (CANCELED) 

23. (ORIGINAL) A transaction authorisation system according to claim 3, in which the user 
interface device is remote from the utility meter. 

24. (ORIGINAL) A transaction authorisation system according to claim 4, further comprising 
a digital cellular transceiver arranged to communicate with the utility meter for transmitting 
data to, and receiving data, from a remote source. 

25. (ORIGINAL) A transaction authorisation system according to claim 24, in which the 
transceiver is the communication unit. 
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26. (ORIGINAL) A transaction authorisation system according to claim 24, further comprising 
a switching unit controllable by the utility meter for switching one or more appliances on or 
off, wherein when the utility meter receives a signal via the transceiver indicating the 
availability of cheap-rate energy it is arranged to control the switching unit to switch 
appliances on. 

27. (CANCELED) 

28. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A method of authorizing a transaction comprising the steps 
of: 

a* providing a user interface unit at a location; 

b. providing a utility meter at the location, the utility meter having an associated meter 
location identifier uniquely identifying the location; 

c. accepting a tr ansa ct ion funds transfer authorisation request via the user interface 
unit, the transaction authorization request including: 

£lj data verifying that a credit/charge card is prese nt at the location of the 

user interface unit, and 
(2) data identifying the credit/charge card account of the cred it/charge card: 

d. communicating the t r ansactio n funds transfer authorization request from the user 
interface unit to the utility meter; and 

e. transmitting a message generated in dependence on the tr ansac t ion funds transfer 
authorisation request and meter location identifier from the utility meter to an 
authorization provider to obtain authorisation of the tr ansactio n funds transfer. 

29-34. (CANCELED) 
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5. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A credit/charge card transaction authorisation system for 
funds transfer transactions where the cardholder is at a location remote from the vendor, 
the system comprising: 

a, a user interface unit capable of accepting transac t ion funds transfey data, the 
transaction funds transfer data including! 

(1) credit/charge card data identifying a credit/charge card to be charged for the 
H v in <j irt i mt funds transfer, and 

(2) data verifying that the credit/charge card is physically present at the. 
user interface unit : and 

b. a utility meter provided at the location of the cardholder and feeing gqparate from 
the user interface unit the utility meter having an associated meter location 
identifier uniquely identifying the location of the utility meter, 

wherein the utility meter is arranged to communicate with the user interface unit, to obtain 
the transaction funds transfer data, and to transmit an authorisation request to an 
authorisation authority fn nfr faiw authorisation of the funds transfer, the a uthorisation 
request including the t ra n saction funds transfer data and the meter location identifier to 
obtain au t h o risa t ion of th e t ransacti o n , 

36, (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A credit/charge card transaction authorization system 
according to claim 30, wherein the t ransacti o n funds transfer data includes a liau&aUiuu 
funds transfer identifier for identifying the tr ansac t ion funds transfer to enable payment 
of the vendor upon authorisation of the tran s ac t i o n funds transfer . 
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37. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A credit/charge card transaction authorisation system for 
funds transfer transactions where the cardholder is at a location remote from the vendor, 
the system comprising: 

a, a user interface unit capable of accepting U ansaction funds transfer data including: 
(XX credit/charge card data identifying a credit/charge card to be charged for the 

li aiwat t l o n funds transfer, and 
(2) data verifying that the credit/charge card is nhvsicallv present at the 
user inter face ymifr and, 

b. a utility meter provided at the location of the rjnrilinideT. the utility meter being 
separate from the user interface unit and having an associated meter location 
identifier uniquely identifying the location of the utility meter, 

wherein the utility meter is arranged to communicate with the user interface unit, to obtain 
the tra nsac t ion funds transfer data, and to transmit an authorisation request including the 
ti umaLticm funds transfer data and the meter location identifier to an authorisation 
authority, the authorisation authority being arranged to process the authorisation request and, 
upon successful authorization, charge the credit/charge card as a card present type 
*T» mflct i nn funds transfer . 

38. (NEW) A transaction authorisation system according to claim 1, wherein the funds transfer 
authorization, authorization request, and corresponding funds transfer are independent of any 
utility usage data generated by the utility meter, whereby the funds transfer does not pay for 
any utility usage measured by the utility meter. 

39. (NEW) The method of claim 28 wherein the funds transfer authorization request and 
corresponding funds transfer are independent of any utility usage data generated by the utility 
meter, whereby the funds transfer does not pay for any utility usage measured by the utility 
meter. 
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40. (NEW) The credit/charge card transaction authorisation system of claim 35 wherein the 
funds transfer data are independent of any utility usage data generated by the utility meter, 
whereby the funds transfer does not pay for any utility usage measured by the utility meter. 

41 . (NEW) The credit/charge card transaction authorisation system of claim 37 wherein the 
funds transfer data are independent of any utility usage data generated by the utility meter, 
whereby the funds transfer does not pay for any utility usage measured by the utility meter. 
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